A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO UNEP INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY CENTRE

MR. HARI SRINIVAS, UNEP/IETC

(Summary from proceedings)

The International Environmental Technology Centre (IETC) is based in Japan and has two offices in Osaka and Shiga.  The basic mandate of IETC is the promotion and transfer of Environmentally Sound Technologies (ESTs) to developing countries and those with economies in transition.  The Osaka office looks after Urban Environmental Management programmes; the Shiga office focuses on Freshwater Resources Management.  Crosscutting both these themes is the Information and Knowledge Management project.  Most IETC projects fall under these three themes.

IETC’s activities assist decision makers in governments and other organizations by identifying and solving environmental problems, assessing and evaluating new technologies for adoption and use, promoting and demonstrating environmentally sound technologies (ESTs), and developing tools and techniques to assist in the identification, selection and use of appropriate ESTs.  The Centre focuses on and integrates water and urban environmental issues by raising awareness, exchanging information, capacity building and demonstration projects.  Its main programme areas cover issues such as Energy and Water for Cities, Sustainable Buildings and Construction, Sustainable Transport, Integrated Waste Management, and decision-making tools including e-learning, environmental risk assessment and environmental technology assessment.

A sample project of IETC is “EMS for Cities”.  This project takes the basic principles of ISO 14001 and applies them to the level of the city as a whole.  Realizing the importance of developing EMS at the city level, IETC organized a series of pilot training programmes for urban officials and environmental managers.  These training sessions and review meetings were held in Heidelberg (Germany), Szentendre (Hungary), Paris (France), Pretoria (South Africa) and Bangkok (Thailand) earlier this year.  As a result of these initiatives, IETC developed an EMS Kit (Train-the-Trainers), which was presented at the Cities Asia Summit in Singapore in September 2001.  Many city officials and staff members participated in the event, that included an exhibition on the Kit and its contents.  The Kit is not directed at the cities itself, but at the people who work with the cities.

What do the project components include?  EMS for Cities has the above Train-the-Trainers kit, as well as information campaigns, events and training sessions, a network of trainers to help cities develop an EMS, online communities, e-learning and other resources, and online libraries and decisions support tools.  IETC is now in the process of developing a series of decision-support tools that will complement and enhance the EMS Kit.  These cover environmental accounting, air quality, waste, green procurement, sustainable transportation, sustainable construction, energy, and water, in addition to Environmental Performance Evaluation for Cities, Environmental Performance Indicators for Cities, Environmental Management Accounting, Geographical Information Systems, and Integrated Assessment.  These revolve around the basic issue of EMS for Cities, but we also go beyond that and try to help cities in understanding urban environmental management by introducing concepts such as “footprints” and “rucksacks”, and also work with the urban planning process as a whole.  An example of “footprints”, a statistic I quote often, is that the resource land required to provide Tokyo with its resources and absorb its waste is equal to 3.5 times that of Japan.  We tend to forget the necessary link between global and local environments.  These are some of the issues we hope to cover in the “footprints” and “rucksacks” concepts.

There are several support tools that are included with the basic Kit, which we are now in the process of developing.  These include direct support tools such as Environmental Performance Evaluation for Cities, Environmental Performance Indicators for Cities, and indirect tools such as Environmentally Sound Technologies for various urban functions and infrastructure, Environmental Verification of Technology and Environmental Technology Verification to assist in the selection of proper technology, and management tools for air, waste and water.  Additionally, IETC has recently developed an urban environmental protocol called EMERALD (Environmental Management Exchange and Resource Alliance for Local Development).

Key urban organizations have come together to pool its resources and create a common gateway where you can access urban environmental management information.

(IETC Website: http://www.unep.or.jp)

